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The Question Simplified.

“RouT where doee Mr. Stevens filud the power of
€ongress to onact such 8 Iaw ae ho proposes?
North Carohns was n sovoreign State in the Union
bofore Mr, Steveos was born, She |8 one of tho
pur 30 10 1he oryginel compaet by whieh the Ualon
of tho Htneen was forived, 1 hor poople rebellod,
the 'y dirt not destroy her exsstence as s Sta'e any
more than does the ehild des'roy the hile or s
mirent by refasiog longer (o 0 ey big gonoaands,
'lhr-n' can e no *neh (hng = State smeido o either
can ti ere be State murder by the peopie who m-
habat i,

L]

L] . - L . .

"It confident'y pesoried by Houlhsrn men th .t
tho Termtorial bill now befors Congress Will nover
b enforcod by the Presidest il it should pe passed,
Not one of them believes in the right of Congress, or
auy other body or power to destroy & soverogoty
This 1 fhe ground assumed by the President.
Henoe the poofl tonooe of the people intercated,

—The above paragraphs, which we find in
difforent jourpals, contain a form of state-
ment quite common In conservative quarters.
1t is strange thal those who urge such argn
ments as these do not percelve that they are
entirely immaterial to the question at Issue,
They would have been of som= relevancy had
they been brought forward to save the State
organ'zations overthrown by President John-
son at the close of the war. Ii they are sound,
then the State organization which North
Carolina had during the war was a valid and
constitutional one, and President Jolhnson
had no right to overthrow it. But that I no
longer a practical question. President John-
son assumed the authorily and exercised the
power of destroying the old Sta'e Govern-
ments of the Rebel States, so that whether
those States committed “suicide™ or not, is
now a question of no lmportance, The only
question, now that these old 8 ate Govern-
ments have been destroyed, is, Who is au-
thorized to ereale new ones in their stead ?

The President assumes that be has the right
to do so, and that the work he has done in
organ'zing new State Governments in the
Inte Rebel States is authoritative and final.
It his assumption be correct, then thesa
new Governmonts may have some ground of
validity ; it not, then they have none,

These Executive State organizations inhe-
rit no validity from the old organizations
which they succeeded. They did not grow
out of them by lernl and constitutional suc-
cession. They are the product of revolution,
not of legal succession. 'Their origin was the
flat of the Exe¢cut've. not the will of the
people. Their history goes back to the pro-
clamation of the P'resident asserting that the
Rebellion had “deprived their people of all
civil government.,” The chasm which sepa-
rates them l[rom the old loyal State Govern-
ments, under which thelr States were admit-
t6d into the Union, is totally uubridged, and
measures the entire duration ot the Rebellion,
During that period, by the solemn ofticial
declaration ofthe pr sont Execntive, as well
a8 by the repeated declarations ol Ius
lamented predecessor, there was no lawlal
civil government within their bounds, Hence
the only validity these present organizations
have is what they derive from the Executiva,
If he had a right to maoke State Govern-
ments at all, and if those he has assumed to
make are “republican in form,” then they
may lay some claim to legality. But if tha
whole work of creating State organizations
Is in its natare Leglslativa, and vot Execa-
tive, then these organizations are invalid,
and exist at all only by the foleration, not
the sanction, of the law-making power of the
United States, and are liable, at any moment,
to be superseded by lawful and valid ergani-
zations,

It contributes greatly to the simplification
of this question to thus reduce it down to its
essential elements, and to cast away from its
consideration all those metapbysical subtleties
of a something called “a State” which is
neither land, people, organization. nor any
other tangible thing, but which has an imagi-
nary vitality unknown to any other created
thing in the universe. President Johnson
annthilated the Hebel State Governments.
On what theory he did it is of no accouut:
whother or not he had the right to do it is
immaterial; what his motives were for doing
it are of no consequence. He did it, and
and from that fact this whole question takes
ita departure, He has made new State
organizat'ons to supply the places of the old
ones that he overthrew. And this pives rlse
to just two possible questions :—First, Had he
the constitutional right to do the work at
all? and secoudly, If so, has he done the
work in a proper manner? Had he the right
to make State Governments at all? And i
so, has he mad: such as are “republican in
form "

These were the real questions submitted to
the people in the late election, and their ver-
dict has been In the negative. And it Is this

verdict of the people which Congress is about
to enact iuto law.

The Kentucky Democcncy Taking a
bi"lewﬁ!

It is cheering to be informed by telegraph
that the Democratic Convention of Ken-
tucky, lately in ses-lon at Louieville, “view
wiih horror the revolutionary designs of the
minority now in power in Congresa at Wash-
ington.” The Democrats of Kentuecky have
been “viewing with horror” the action of the
pation for the past five years—the war for
Unlon, the overthrow of slavery, and the sup-
pression of the Rebellion. Judging trom
the past, therelore, we may safely conclude
that whatever the Democracy of Kentucky

“yiews with horror” is about right, and will |

conduee to the national progressand weltare, | 1218w
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The Gresting of the Cznr
We are not surprised that foreign powers
view with great distrust the friondly rola-
tions existing between Russla and the United
States, The old proverb that “Europe would ro
become either republican or Cossack™ has an “MARY STUART"

{5 e 4 3 FOR 1807.

alarming significance; and now, when a CEBTS. and

union between the Cossacks and the repub- “’"‘"""’; ? "‘(;h "'""“:“ oy HANDSOMELY ILLUSTRATED.
licans 1s contemplated, we eanndh Woudse can be had n‘rm“-ngt;;“:;; I~'5~§1-...- NTAL I

that the monarchs of Western Kurops feel 2 A el JANUABY NUMBER READY DECEMBER 20.

’ . | BOTEL, up to 17-90 this evening n
uncasy at the conjunction. To many philoso ——e s g

phers there seems an Incongruity in this
VITI BROS

[R18TORI (MARY STUARE). | qPHE RIVERSIDE MAGAZINE,

RISTORT,
THIS EVENING, DECEMBER 15,

DRY GOODS OHEAP ENOUGH.
COOPER & CONARD

ARE BELLING,

FOR YOUNC PEOPLE.

AT TR

VYERY REDUCED PRICES,

THEIR ENIMRE

MAGNIFICENT STOCE,

FINEST FROSTED BEAVERS,
ROYAL CHINCHILLAS,
VELOURS AND WHITNEYS,
MAGNIFICENT OVERCOATINGS,
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2 AN FXTEMPORAREOUS PARTY, By Jacoh
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20 e L I A BEW YEAR'S CAKR., By 1l P

4. THE MIDNIGBEL QOAST. By Vienx Moustache
Hinatrated by Winslow Homer,

affiliatior of the two extremes of govern-
ment, but a few moments’ examination will
find the cause. As the Czar remarks in his
letter prosented yesterday to Congross, “the
two people have no Injuries to remember,
but only good relations.” In the absence of
all old wounds is found the great cause for

WISE MEN Or

GREAT

the  sincere  good-will enteriained by o¥ 0. TRAVELLING IN GRERCE, B) 8. O. W. Benjamin ;llull‘:‘;ll'{;'lgf’gbﬁl??:fl\iaﬂ
botb, Then, agaln, the Awetioan people . LITTLE SORA. 1llustrated, . AR SRAE B rihy
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a0 llusiration.
IL THE BONG OF THE RATS

doubt but that an absolute monarchy—an
autocracy, It the autocrat be a really excellent
man—is, uvnder most clreumstances, the
very best government on the face of the

LOW GRADES CASSIMERES,
PLACK FRENCH DOESKINS,
BLACK FFRENCH CLOTHS.

RICHLY-TRIMMED CLOAKS.

g ELEGANT SACQUES, CHEAP,

earth; the large proportion of chances ngainst WILL COMMENCE 1L FRANK GURDUN. By F, B Gouidiog HANDSOAR SHQ;‘:LH(I‘"F.;[’ dirvas
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GARNET AND BLUE MERINOES
SUPERB POPLIN AND MERINO STOCK.
MERRIMAC CALICOKES,

ALL-WOOL DELAINES, 60 CENTS,
CHRISTMAS DRES8 GOODS,
DALMORALS EXTRA CHEAP,
CHRISTMAS BCARFS.

BLANKETS LOW DOWN,

BEST BLEACHED MUSLINS, 30 CENTS,

COOPER & CONARD,

4. THE SEIGUBORS. Dy Uorace E. Foudder. i'luse
and Nicholas were both admirable men, and tented by H, L. Bmph:nn e Gl '

urder their wise rule the people ot that great To-Morrow (W Cdlll!ﬁ(lﬂh Morning. I5. BOUK- FOR YOUAG PEIPLE,
country have gradually {mproved in condl- . JOK WINDOW BELT, By (¢ Rhitse
tion. The grand strike of statesmavship AT 11 O'CLOCK PRECISELY, . BHISNAT 310, lhainye

of this century was the voluntary abo-
lition ot serfdom by the present Empe-
tor. By that one act he added milliona
to his large host ol faithfal subjects, did
away with a dangerous class in his midst,
and secured the eternal good-will of all the
liberals of every land. Russia, as ruled to-

AT TFRMS OF SUBSCRIVTION

One gony, eno year, §3-50,
1219 CHESNUT St., | ?urcecopies $650; five coples, 810
Ton coples 820. and an oxtra cops wratls
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day, ¥s much nearer the American ideal o I B 1\‘.'-"!51:&:{1 - APD HAPEET
of a government than France, Austria, B. 8O Jr ] It \ e S s L=
Prussia, or even Great Britain. A combina- Bt AR by Pllb"»‘lllcl?t ; ‘WH." SHOW "HINTHY
tion of these causes originated the It __ACCTIONEER, | No 19 BROOME Stroet, New York, ALY - -

riendly relations between the countries, and
the graceful letter of Alexander will go far
to cement that good feeling. The iact that
the readine of the document was received
with applause from all parts of the floor, is
the best evidence that the friendship pro-
fessed Is not merely a prolession. "The exact
part which these two twin nations—twins in
size, power, and official wisdom, but anti-
podes in principles, form of government, and
traditions—will play in the great drama of
the future cannot be surmised. But should
complications arise between ourselves and
any of the Eurpean Powers, the friendship of;
Ruseia will greatly aid us in any strugele
and will so moderate the arrogance of our
enemies as to make their ears be open to
reason,and posgibly their purscs to the justice
of our demands,
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lories of the Artists' kuna Boolety, 1he sale which was
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nors, beauty, aud adaptation to the wants of the com-
mundty, (10 B tutha €13 254p

_PRICES MODERATE.
N'Oh'l‘lllillhi CENTRAL BOND3

Having Disposed of the Lorger Portioa
of theso

DESIRABLE SECURITIES.
WE WILL CONTINUETO OFFER 1HEM ONLY
TILL DEOCEMBIR 20,

(If not previously disposed of),

AT THE LOW PRICE O
89.

After that date, thould any remain unsold,

THE PRICKE WILL BE ADVANCED.

DREXEL & CO.,
126 123 RE' 34 §. THIRD Street. )
N ATIONAL
BAKK OF THE REPUBLIC,
Noe. 809 and Bl11 CHBESRUT Street!

FPHILADELFPHIA,
CAFITAL 500,000, FULL PAID.
DIRECTORS,

Jog, T. Balley, W, Ervien, Eam. A, Blepham

Edw, i, Oroe, Orgood Welsh, Fred. A. Hort,
Aatba Ilice, Bon. Bowignd, Jr.,, W @ Thavna
PREBIDENT,

WILLIAM H. RHAWN.

CABHIEK,

JOSEPH P, MUMFORD, (8l m

AT RETAIL
KS, ig
SHAWLS,

" VELVETS,

DRESS GOODS
FOR THE HOLIDAYS.

JAS, ¥. CAMPBELL & €0,
No. 727 CHESNUT Street.

12 166tr

HOLIDAY PRESENTS FOR GENTLEMEN.

An Assortment of Elegant

WRAPP, RS,
LCARFS,
TIES,
GLOVES,
CARDIGAN JACKETS,
And Novelties in Gentlom 'n's Furnishiug Goods, ut
J. W, SCOTT & QO.'S,
12 10 I3up) No. 814 CEESNUT Bt.

H OLIDAY
HEAD DRESS- DRESS CAPS.

MRS, B D. WILLITS,
No. 137 North NINTH Stceet,

gt oo EEADAY £ UL, LTI

CAVBE ofthe latest lmporiation.
N EW FRUTIT,

Crown, Basket, Lay or, Bunch, Beedless and Sultany
Kojalas, Cucrents, Cliron, Frunes, Figs, Navage

Oranges, olc. ele.
ALBERT C, IIOBFRTC‘

DEALEE IN FISK GROUEGIKS,
Cornet ELEVENCE  VINE b,

11 Trpé)




